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HISTORIC AMERICAN BULLDINGS SURVEY HABS No. MASS-679 .

WILLIAM ROTCH, JR. HOUSE {MARINERS'! ECME) HAB3
: MASS,
Addregs: 15 Johnny Cake Hill (formerly Bethel Street),  3-NEBED, -
New Bedford, Bristol County, Massachusetts. 13- |
[Latitude 41° 38' 0g" North, longitude 70°
551 26" West/ Formerly located at the south-
west cormer of William and Water Streets.
Present Owner: New Bedford Port Society, New Bedford, Massachusetis

Pregsent Qccupant: Meriners, under management of Port Soclety

Present Use: Rooming house

Brief Statement The home of an early prominent New Bedford Quaker

of Significance: merchant, one of the oldest remaining in the city%

PART T.

now a local landmark.

HISTORICAL, INFORMATION

A,

FPhysical History

1. Original and subseguent owners: Buill for William
Roteh, Jr.; on his death in 1850 it passed into pos-
sesgion of his daughter Sarah, wife of James Arnold,
who then presented it fto the Mew Bedford Port Society
after it was moved to the present asite. ZFOld
Dartmouth,” pp. 214, 340/

2. Date of erection: About 1790 or 1800 /ibid./ A sign
on the front of the gtructure bears the date 1737.

3. Notes on alterations and additions: Moved about 200
feet, from its original site, about 1850 Jibid./

Apperently finish flooring added throughout first
floor; mentel altered in southeast parlor, fireplace
removed in northeast parlor /from observation/.

4. TImportant old views and references:

Undated stereo pair, unnamed photographer, in possession
of the New Bedford Free Public Library, shows g railing
around the top, at the edge of the roof {this photo-
graph ls titled "Seamen's Bethel and Msriners' Home,
Johmnycake Hill").

Worth, Palmer and Austin, "0ld Dartmouth,” a menuscript :
in the Old Dartmouth Historical Soclety, Johmny Cake Hill, .
New Bedford, Masss. This consists of photographs of houses
and publie buildings in New Bedford, Fairhaven, Acushnet,
Dartmouth and Westport; photographs by Fred W. Palmer,
introduction and notes by Henry B. Worth, "done into

shape’ by Emma C. Austin; dated September, 1907.
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Likely Sources Mol Yet Investigated: Record of the
Hew Bedford Port Socliety might yield more infoymation
on recent repairs, sic. '

“Correspondence of William Rotch," in the 01d Dartmouth
Historical Soclety, MWew Bedford, Massachuseits, contains

* J i
references to this bullding.

PART IL. ARCHITEGTURAL TNFORMATION

<k

General Statement

1. Architectural character: £ large, bul unoretentious
well buili house of the end of the 18th cenmtury, with
well oreserved original wood featurss. Represenbative
of the architecture of wealthy Quakers i the ares.

2. Condition of fobric: Sound and well mainteined.
Techmical Description of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: fpproximately 51' front ({ive beys)
x 44! deep. Frontg east, Three stories.

2. Foundations: Roughly scuered granite; azbout 5' high
gbove grade, {Presumably bullt when house was moved
about 1850)

3. Wall construction: EFest and weslt wells of wood frame;
narrow lapped ziding, 3" exposure, end joints feathered;
corner boards. Nor&n and south wells palnted brick,
Flemish bond. Brieck string courses at {loor levels.

It is doubtful whether mhecc brick walis were buili when
the house wog moved, or whether they were originel.

4. Stoops: Stoop &b entrence, with grenite steps at each
side, iron railinz.

5., Chimneys: Originally two chimnevs &t each gide; ftwo
now visible above roof, near front.

&, COpenings:
a. Doorways and doors: Iein eniiance on center of

frong; f "on ispiece with Romon Dorie pllasters,
pediment; Lrangom Lishi.

-

-

D. “indows: Double hung sash, six lighis over six
lights {ercent eight lighis over elizht Llights on
third floor). Vindows in brick wells have flat
arch, soldier course, at head; those in wooden
walls heve heovy, simple trim, with crown moulding
over,
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Roof';

A, Shape, covering: Hipped, pressnily covered with
usphalu shingles.

D, Cornice: Box cornice with wmouldings. Formerly
surmocunied by 2 railing.

. Dormers, cunclas: HNone.

Technical Deseription of Interior: (only the first story is
it

deseribed herec:

ems mentioned appear orizinal unitess other-

wise stated.)

1.

Floor plensg: Central entrance hall with stairway, and
cenbral back hall with secondary sieirway. Two roome
on each side of hall.

Stalrways: Open; 12 risers to landing, five risers above.
tewel has sguare and turned portions, mowlded handrail
has lower sweep hand formed from eingle bhloek. Two turned
balusters per tread., Back stairwey enclosed.

Flooring: Covered with modern narrow flooring boards,

¥all and ceiling finish: Plaster, some painted and some
theag

papered. Neortheast room has modern composition board

ceiling,
Doorvays and doors: six-panel, moulded

Trinm:  (Wood) typically moulded cornice, two niece archi-
trave trim on doors and windows, wainseoting of horizpntal
boards, interior paneled shutters. MNetural finish in
northeast room, painted in others, Iast wall furred,
creating wide window reveals.

Southwest roon appesrs Lo preserve orisinal fireplace
and over-mantel treatment. %hole chimmey nrojection
is framed by wood mowlding; fiveplace opening framed
with wood erchiirave moulding, one panel above, then
a2 wood mantel shelf; over-mantel has cne large panel.
In the scutheasi room the trestment is similar, with
a marble mantel and hearth added, and an iron fire
frame,

Hardware: A nuiber of doors, particularly those of
the northeast room, have wrought Ivon HL hinges,
two hunzg on leaf pintles.

Lighting: &odern eleciric fixtures. No indicaiion of
original lishiing

iy
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Heating: Originally by {ireplaces; the two on south
gide were descrived zbove. The one in the northeast
room has heen Hlocked up and mentel altered somewhotb,
The one in the northwest roorm {kitchen) is very larze;
it is now blocked up, but appeers to have had an oven
alongside,

There is a modern central heesting sysiem now.

General sebtting and orisntation: The originsl site
was on g corner; bhe nresent one is very gmall, in
the middle of a block. The house faces east; ap-
parently it faced south before being moved. The

neighborhood is closely built up, neor the old weter-
front.

Enclosures: Presewtly there ig 2 wooden balustrade
acrogss the front, with low wooden gsiepnsts. 2 wooden
picket fence encloses part of the south zide, at the
front between the sidewal‘ and the church which ad-

joins this proveriy to the south.
Lendscaping; Very gimple nlanving.
Prepared by Barley J. llcKee, Architect

Hational Park Service
August 1961



